282                      THE ATOMIC THEOBY.
of stearic acid, C18H3602, or of cerotic acid, C27H5402, a whole page would not suffice. It is inconvenient in practice, for the eye has some difficulty in at once grasping these expressions, so widely spread upon the paper. It is, however, necessary to practise and to "become accustomed to this exercise, for it is only by these formulae that we gain an idea of the constitution of bodies, of molecular grouping, and cases of isomerism, facts which are essentially within the sphere of chemistry ; for the properties of bodies and their reactions are unquestionably a function of this molecular grouping. This statement has often been made, and is in some sense a commonplace truth ; but how great is the distance between this statement and even the demonstration which has been attempted within the last few years. The task was a difficult one, and had baffled the most ingenious and the most intelligent chemists with Grerhardt at their head. We have seen the means by which it has been possible to attack it, and how considerations relative to atomicity have led to the formation of hypotheses upon the grouping of atoms. That they are hypotheses must not be forgotten. Some are good, some are uncertain; and, in considering the formulas by which we endeavour to represent the constitution of bodies, those only should be accepted which are the direct and established expression of facts: all others are without value. This is an important point; we shall, therefore, now endeavour to make it clear by pointing out the mode of construction, the exact meaning, and the real utility of the developed formulae in question.